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NEWSLETTER 1: APRIL 2015 
 
LAUNCH EVENT – FRIDAY 20TH MARCH 
 
A vibrant evening, full of energy and enthusiasm.  Over 60 villagers and children attended and our group 

consisted of a real cross section - from a couple who had literally moved in that day to a number of 

residents who have lived in the village for more than 40 years!! 

After a brief introduction from David Hughes and Sue Marchand from Cherwell DC, Fiona Hughes 

(Oxfordshire Rural Community Council) took us through the process of setting up our own plan.  87 

Oxfordshire parishes have already produced CLPs of which 14 are in Cherwell.   At the district and county 

level a completed plan will provide the following: 

 Influences (and informs) policy makers on services 

 Provides evidence of community aspirations for grant funding applications 

 Evidences the community’s view for planning and application consideration. 

Our villagers then discussed the following questions in small groups which were turned in to large post-it 

charts.   

What do we like about living in Piddington? 

 Great community spirit, friendly and caring 

 The tranquility in and around the village 

 The village hall events 

Other: The Pantry; Pop-Up pub; the general environment; safety 

What improvements would we like to make? 

 Broadband and lack of mobile phone networks (see attached update) 

 Creation of a social hub for the village 

 Improve the village hall 

Other: Play area for children of all ages;  sports facilities; litter outside the village; flood prevention within 

the village; 20 mile speed limit in the village; easier access through stiles around the village; volunteer 

group to hold regular pop-up pubs in village hall. 

 



New ideas and suggestions 

 Apple press for a ‘Community Apple Day’ 

 Tennis court and general sports facilities 

 Use allotment land for other facilities 

Other: Village directory/welcome pack; Sunday newspaper delivery; defibrillator; village solar panels; fuel 

buying group; more lighting along Widnell Lane; toilet in the church; progressive dinner club for fund-

raising; prescription delivery service and visiting healthcare professionals. 

All of these suggestions will be considered by the working group and village in due course. 

The workshops were followed by two really informative talks from Jasminder Love of Nuneham Courtenay 

CLP group and Johanna Stephenson representing Islip’s CLP group.  Their stories and achievements were 

truly inspirational.  To use one of Jasminder’s key phrases ‘dare to dream’!! 

The evening ended with an open bar and refreshments allowing all those attending a chance to chat more 

with our speakers and amongst themselves. 

What happens now? 

Over a third of participants completed the volunteer sheets, this is fantastic as a plan cannot succeed 

without support.   

However, we urge more of you to step forward.  There may be something within these suggestions that 

you feel strongly about eg. more facilities for children.  Along with like minded villagers you can make a 

difference. 

Some topics can be investigated quickly – we are already looking at possible grants to help fund an apple 

press and crusher but certain topics will require further consultations. 

Our next step is to set up a steering group which will work with the village, Piddington Parish Council and 

the ORCC to analyse all the suggestions, compile a village questionnaire, hold other events and put a 

framework together for a plan that can be signed off by Cherwell DC.  This is likely to be a 12 – 18 month 

journey. 

Our first CLP meeting is scheduled to be held after Easter when we hope to entice Jasminder and Joanna 

back to talk to the group!! 

The intention is to add a CLP section to our village website which will include a diary page, reference 

section and more information on the ORCC and the plan stages. 

To register for regular updates,  become a CLP volunteer or be part of the steering group please contact: 

francesca.darby@btinternet.com kenhoward10@gmail.com     pam@feltbower.me.uk  

 
 
 

…it’s about our community 
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