
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF PIDDINGTON, 
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL, PIDDINGTON ON 18th JULY 2017 AT 7.30pm 

 

 
Present:  Cllr F Darby, Cllr P Feltbower, Cllr K Howard, Cllr M Terzino, Cllr L 
Willis, Cllr M Nixon and Cllr A Coleman. 

Apologies:    

Also Present:-   David Hughes (CDC) Dan Sames OCC 
 

John Galloway : Chairman of Piddington Village Hall Committee 

 

Public participation  

None 

Action By 
date 

46 Declarations of Interest 

None other than ongoing membership of the CLP group and Cllr Howard’s 

involvement with the Church Fundraising Committee. 

all  

47 Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting of 20th June 2017 were agreed as drawn. 
 
Clerk 

 

48 Public Participation 

John Galloway reported to the Council his concerns about the playground 

behind the Village Hall. He had noted that in the response to the question about 

play facilities in the Village in the CLP questionnaire the play facilities were 

deemed important, and also understood that the Parish Council was looking at 

improving the facilities at the Sports Field with an adventure trail. He 

particularly had concerns at this time because the safety inspection for the play 

area was due and he was not certain how it would fare. 

It was agreed that the CLP would produce a final report and then Village 

organisations would need to consider the outcome of the questionnaire and 

how they wished to tackle the issues raised. So far as play facilities are 

concerned it was agreed that the Chairman would ask for volunteers, 

particularly among potential users of both playgrounds, to work on a strategy 

for the village facilities. 

 
 

 

49 Finance 

The Council noted the financial report given by the Clerk and agreed the 

payment of the following invoices:- 

 AD  



 

 

Mr A Lambourne  ( internal audit)                                      100256           £ 22.75 

Piddington Village Hall  (Hall hire)                                       100257           £16.50   

Mrs A Davies (Clerk salary and expenses)                           100258          £197.88 

cancelled 

HMRC   ( Clerk tax)                                                                   100260           £46.40 

N Wallington (mowing)                                                           100261         £150.00 

The Council noted that the Internal Auditor had completed his audit and o 

issues were raised. 

50 Councillors reports 

The Council had invited Dan Sames (OCC) to the meeting to introduce 

themselves and to raise with him some concerns about recent OCC activity. AS 

reported at the June meeting they had noted that “OCC drainage engineers 

have changed their view about the drainage system and agreed a cesspit 

solution” and wanted to understand the logic behind this change of heart – 

particularly as there was no note of the meeting, information about discussions 

or plans on the planning portal. The Clerk had raised this issue with OCC and 

originally been informed “The attached drainage advice (withdrawing the 

objection) was sent to CDC on 16th May 2017.  On 19th May 2017 the 

application was refused on other grounds (see attached decision notice and 

committee report (the written update deals with drainage)).   

I hope this helps, though I am a little puzzled why the Parish didn’t know about 

the decision given that it was issued on 19th May, a month before the date of 

their email.  It could be that they have an issue with the absence of supporting 

drainage information?  Nevertheless, the drainage response details the 

drainage techniques that officers deemed were sufficient to withdraw their 

objection. “ The Parish Council then received further information after the Clerk 

challenged OCC “I have now been able to clarify the situation with our 

drainage team.  Initially inadequate information was supplied and the 

developer was proposing septic tanks for each plot; this was not 

considered acceptable.  During the site visit a new drainage plan was 

presented to the drainage officer which proposed one treatment plant 

for the whole site.  This incorporated a sample chamber into the system, 

allowing the collection and sampling of treated foul water prior to 

discharge from the site.  This proposal (as referred to in the attached) 

was considered acceptable which is why the objection was withdrawn. 

The Parish Council made the point that a) this information was not 

available to them until the day of the Committee, and the reasoning 

  



 

 

behind the change of heart was still not apparent via CDC’s Planning 

portal, which they believe indicated a lack of transparency in the 

discussions. Bearing in mind the fact that the Parish Council are expecting 

this application to be resubmitted they would expect to be able to see 

full details of the proposals and understand why this was acceptable 

despite Environment Agency objections , so that the Parish Council can 

take any advice necessary to challenge this position. There were also 

concerns at OCC Highways apparent lack of appreciation of the proposed 

location of the site and the safety concerns with access and egress.  

It was agreed the Clerk would ask the Planning Officer at CDC to put 

copies of the notes of meetings/discussion with the Applicant together 

with plans of the agreed solution onto the Planning portal , and would 

ask officers at both CDC and OCC to send copies to the Parish Council. 

The Council then raised with Mr Sames the difficulties they were having 

in arranging for the disposal of ragwort, as the meadow grass has now 

been cut and the Parish Council have 110 bales all containing some 

ragwort plants. He  agreed that he would make enquiries at OCC and see 

if there was any officer who could give some advice. In particular the 

Parish Council would be interested to hear how OCC disposes of ragwort 

it cuts on verges in the County.  

 

Cllr Hughes confirmed that the Piddington briefing paper has been sent by the 

Chairman to him. He will arrange to meet the new Chief Executive of the District 

Council and discuss the issues with her. 

The Parish Council advised him of email correspondence with the senior 

Conservation Officer at CDC, Dr Rose Todd, over the state of a listed grave 

marker in St Nicholas Churchyard. The Chairman,  Cllr Howard and the vicar met 

her on site on 17th July and await further information from her.  

The Clerk agreed to send Cllr Hughes the question the Parish Council had raised 

about landowners responsibilities to rehouse occupants when traveller sites 

were closed. 

51 Widnell Lane Planning Application 17/00145/F 

As detailed above. 

 The Clerk was asked to send the request made at the June meeting about 

relocation of site occupants to Cllr Hughes again.where the Parish Council 

believes that there is a requirement for a landowner closing a Traveller site to 

To note 
 
 
 
AD 
 
 
 

 



 

 

make arrangements for dispossessed tenants to be rehoused.  

The Clerk also agreed to ask the Garrison Adjutant for information about the 

MOD use of the training area near Piddington in the last 12 months. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

52/1 Resilience. 

Representatives of the  Parish Council, Church and the new representatives of 

the Village Hall Committee will meet shortly. 

 

MN/MT 

 

52/2 Jubilee Reserve/Widnell Park 

Since the meeting In June the Parish Council has been investigating the 

appropriate removal of Ragwort, and is hopeful that  Cllr Sames (OCC) will be 

able to track down some practicable advice. 

The Parish Council thanked the two residents who had cleared and moved 

debris from the pond. 

 

The Chairman reported that, while the Widnell Park has been strimmed once 

this year, but now needed to be strimmed again.  

The Council expressed its disappointment that graffiti had been inscribed into 

the new picnic tables. 

The parish Council agreed that they would consider planting the area with 

spring flowers, and would ask residents for donations of indigenous bluebells, 

cowslips primroses etc. The Council also noted that they had allocated £50 

towards additional bulbs in the Village, and agreed that this sum should also be 

contributed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FD/All 

 

52/3 Otmoor Parishes. 

Ongoing.  

 
 
AD 

 

52/4 Social media/ Website 

Ongoing. 

 
 
AC 

 

52/5 Defibrillator 

The Council noted that the old telephone box in the Village should shortly be 

removed, and after discussion, agreed that a defibrillator should be sited by the 

allotments provided that battery or solar power could be used to maintain the 

temperature required. 

 
 
 
 
AD 

 

52/6 Allotments  
LW 

 



 

 

Some interest has been shown in the vacant allotments. 

52/7 Grave marker 

The Chairman updated the Council on correspondence about the grave marker 

in the grave yard at St Nicholas Church as raised with Cllr Hughes. She agreed to 

look through Parish Council records to see if there was any further information. 

 
 
FD/KH 

 

53 Planning Applications. 

None 

 
For info 

 

           54 Planning decisions 

Single storey flat roofed rear extension - height to eaves 2.7m, overall 

height 2.7m, length 4.5m  

24 Vicarage Lane Piddington Bicester OX25 1QA Ref. No: 17/01102/HPA  

 

 
 
For info 

 

55 Police  
Ongoing. 

 
AD 

 

56 Highways 

The Parish footpath warden has produced a very helpful report on the state of 

stiles and path entrances in the village. The Clerk agreed to send it to OCC’s 

Footpath Officer with a request that OCC take action to make the unsafe stiles 

safe.. 

 
AD 

 

57 Circulated between meetings:  

None.  

 
AD 

 

58 Any Other Business:  

None.  
 
 

 

59 The meeting closed at 9.45pm.   

60 Date of Next Meeting 
August 15

th
 2017 at 7.30pm. 

AD  

https://www.publicaccess.cherwell.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=OQ3CC0EM0N400
https://www.publicaccess.cherwell.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=OQ3CC0EM0N400


 

 

 

Piddington Parish Council Monthly Financial Report

Parish Council Meeting 18 July 2017

Payments processed since last meeting £276.54

20-Jun-17 Mrs A Davies 200252 £197.88

20-Jun-17 HMRC 200253 £46.40

20-Jun-17 PVH 200254 £16.50

20-Jun-17 L Willis 200255 £15.76

Receipts processed since previous report £0.00

Bank Reconciliation Statement dated 30 June 2017

Savings Account £9,013.33

Current account £19,687.68

Items not yet cleared:

Receipts None

Payments L Willis £15.76

Net Total £28,685.25


