
 
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
      MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF PIDDINGTON,
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL, PIDDINGTON ON 20th JUNE 2017 AT 7.30pm

 
 

Present: Cllr F Darby, Cllr P Feltbower, Cllr K Howard, Cllr M Terzino,
Cllr L Willis, Cllr M Nixon and Cllr A Coleman.

Apologies:

Also Present:- : David Hughes (CDC)
 

Public participation

None

Action By
date

32 Declarations of Interest
None.

all  

33 Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting of 17th May 2017 2017 were agreed as
drawn.

 
Clerk

 

34 Public Participation
None.

 
 

 

35 Finance
The Council noted the financial report given by the Clerk and agreed the
payment of the following invoices:-

Mrs A Davies (Clerk salary and expenses)                         100252        
£197.88

HMRC   ( Clerk tax)                                                                  100253      
    £46.40

Piddington Village Hall  (Hall hire)                                       100244        
 £16.50  

L Willis  (refreshments for APM)                                          100245          
£15.76

The Council resolved to agree the response to their Corporate
Governance statement and authorised the Chairman to sign the same.

AD  



The Council also agreed the end of year accounts for the year 2016/17
and authorised the Chairman to confirm the same by signing the report
on the Audit return.

36 Cllr’s report
David Hughes reported that currently CDC is amending its Local Plan to
take into account the District’s share of Oxford City’s unmet housing
need, which will lead to a considerable amount of additional
development, mainly in Kidlington and Yarnton. These proposals will
now need to be considered to be “sound” by a planning inspector.

He advised the Parish Council that Weston on the Green is currently
developing their Neighbourhood Plan, and suggested that the Chairman
discuss the process with the Chairman of Weston (Bob Hessian) if the
Parish Council is interested in progressing this.

CDC have a new Chief Executive starting in July, and he asked
Piddington to put together a briefing paper on the challenges and benefits
 of being a rural parish on the edge of Cherwell District, as his
perception was that many of the CDC proposals ( and funding) is spent
in larger conurbations within the District. He would then use this paper
as a “case study” to explain the makeup of the District to the new Chief
Executive .

  

37 Widnell Lane Planning Application 17/00145/F

Following the refusal of the application by CDC’s Planning Committee
on 18th May, the Parish Council has been advised that a resident
contacted the owner of the land to enquire as to whether he would be
interested in selling for grazing. This offer was refused as the owner
indicated that he would be submitting another application for a smaller
development.

The Parish Council understands that the applicant is liaising with the
MOD with regard to the preparation of a noise report for the site, and
was also concerned to note via the planning portal that OCC drainage
engineers have changed their view about the drainage system and agreed
a cesspit solution. In view of the fact that there is no information to
support this change of heart the Council agreed to invite the new County
Councillor (Dan Sames) to the next meeting of the Parish Council to
explain the reasons why OCC withdrew their objection in this respect..

The Council asked David Hughes about the Bloxham site, in view of the
fact that they believe that there is a requirement for a landowner closing
a Traveller site to make arrangements for dispossessed tenants to be
rehoused. It was agreed that the Parish Council would send him the
appropriate references.

To note
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38/1 Resilience.

Representatives of the  Parish Council, Church and Village Hall
Committee will be meeting to develop a Parish wide Emergency Plan,
with a view to reporting on progress at the meeting on 15th August.
Detailed proposals will be circulated shortly.

 

MN/MT

 

38/2 Jubilee Reserve/Widnell Park

Attempts to spray ragwort have not  been successful as the plant is too
widespread. The Council therefore agreed to instruct a local farmer to
cut, bale remove and burn the crop at a cost of £150.

Future maintenance of the area now needs to be considered, including

1. The possibility of grazing the area with sheep following a cut –
which would remove the grass and expose the ragwort for easier
spraying , but which would require capital outlay on fencing to

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



control the sheep, and also present a potential conflict with dog
walkers who use the area.

2. Consider smaller square bales which could then be sold as raw
material

3. Consider options for recycling the green waste.

The Chairman reported that the locks had been changed in the car park.

 
All
 
 
 
 
 
 

38/3 20mph Speed Limit/Speed Monitoring/Hgvs

Proposals for these activities have been followed up, and will be
considered further as part of the CLP Action Plan.

 
all

 

38/4 Otmoor Parishes.

The Clerk was asked to extend the invitation to adjoining parishes in
Buckinghamshire – particularly Brill, Boarstall and Ludgershall.
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38/5 Feedback from APM

The Clerk agreed to look at options for Parish Council investment and
interest rate returns to enable Councillors to form a view of the
management of their savings account.

 
AD

 

38/6 Social media/ Website

The Council agreed to purchase additional software to upgrade the web
site, which would allow other users to manage some of its content.

 
 
AC

 

38/7 Allotments

There are now two vacant allotments, which will be advertised in the
Parish Matters.

 
LW

 

39 Planning Applications.
• Discharge of condition 4 (stone sample) of 17/00198/F

Wisteria House 55 Lower End Piddington Bicester OX25 1QD
Ref. No: 17/00251/DISC
Single storey flat roofed rear extension - height to eaves 2.7m,
overall height 2.7m, length 4.5m 
24 Vicarage Lane Piddington Bicester OX25 1QA Ref. No:
17/01102/HPA
Both no objections

 

 
For info

 

          40 Planning decisions
• Change of use of land to use as a residential caravan site for 16 gypsy/
traveller families, each with two caravans, including improvement of
access and laying of hardstanding

OS Parcel 9635 North East Of HM Bullingdon Prison Widnell
Lane Piddington
Ref. No: 17/00145/F refused

• Erection of building to provide an indoor manege

Rookery Barn 66 Lower End Piddington Bicester OX25 1QD
Ref. No: 17/00133/F refused.

 
 
For info

 

41 Police
The Council has received information about the proposal by the new
sergeant in Charge of Rural Policing in Bicester to form a Community
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Forum to look at rural crime. Cllr Howard indicated in interest in
attending. It was also agreed that the  Council would extend an invitation
to Sgt O’Neill to attend one of its Council meetings.

42 Highways

The Chairman has been contacted again concerning the state of the stiles
on the footpaths in fields in the village, which are traditional stiles,
difficult to navigate for humans and dogs and difficult for a number of
villagers to use. The Parish Council agreed  to ask the Parish Footpath
Warden to survey the condition and accessibility of the stiles and give
the parish Council a report (ideally with photographs).

There has been a request for an additional dog waste bin by “Shady
Lane”. The Parish Council agreed to ask residents if there were concerns
about particular areas in the Village where dog mess was not disposed of
appropriately.

There has also been a request for a catch on the gate at the sports field
and a new gate by the car park. The Parish Council currently have plans
to cut down the current gate in the Sports Field .

The parish Council noted that some residents had expressed concerns
about the state of the stiles on the footpaths around the village. They will
be asked to direct their concerns to Oxfordshire County Council’s
footpaths officer.

 
FD
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FD
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43 Circulated between meetings:

DCLG Consultation  on the free use of Parish parks. The Parish Council
noted that this was in response to concerns that Stoke Gifford parish
Council had charged Parkrun to hold running events in on their
recreation ground. The Council noted that in this instance the event was
very popular and was causing considerable extra maintenance costs for
the Parish, as well as problems for residents on parkrun days. They also
noted that, while the event was free for users, it was run by a
professional organisation who received grants from charities/government
bodies etc.

The Parish Council agreed to respond that , while they would support
continuing free use by residents, they did believe that a professional
organisation putting on these events should pay the extra costs of
maintenance / traffic management etc so that the Parish Council were not
out of pocket.
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44 Any Other Business:
None.

 
 

 

45 The meeting closed at 9.45pm.   

46 Date of Next Meeting
July 18th 2017 at 7.30pm.
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