
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Piddington Parish Council held on Tuesday 23rd May 2017 

in the Village Hall, Piddington 

Present:  Cllr. F Darby – Chairman of Piddington Parish Council 

  Cllr. P. Feltbower 

                  Cllr. K. Howard 

Cllr A Coleman 

Cllr M Nixon 

Cllr L Galloway 

                  Mrs. Anne Davies – Parish Clerk 

  26 Parish residents 

 

  David Hughes (CDC) 

Kev Jessop (MOD) 

   

 

1. Welcome and Introduction  

 

Councillor Darby welcomed everyone to the meeting, and thanked them for attending.  

 

2. Apologies for Absence 

 

Those present noted apologies from Cllr Tim Hallchurch (CDC) Cllr D Scanes (OCC) 

Mr and Mrs M Ashton.  

 

3. Minutes  

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th May 2016 having been circulated were taken as 

read and  it was RESOLVED to confirm the minutes as a true record . 

 

4. Matters Arising 

 

No comments were made on last year’s minutes. 

 

5. Report from Chairman Piddington Parish Council  

 

The Chairman thanked all 7 of the Parish Councillors who had, she felt, been thrown into the 

deep end with the events of 2016/17, the Parish Clerk, Cllr David Hughes (CDC whose 

support the Parish always had even if it was in the background), and Cllr Tim Hallchurch who 

had just retired as OCC Councillor. She then thanked Hazel Coleman, the Parish’s website 

and social media guru and its principal cheerleader,  everyone who volunteers at village 

events and David Hutchins, who cuts Pocket Park for the Parish. The Village is represented at 

District and County level meetings, and she and her partner had recently had the honour of 

representing the Parish at a Royal Garden Party.  



 

At a time when rural locations are experiencing cuts in services the Parish Council’s priority has been 

to maintain the assets owned by the Village. To this end the Parish Council has committed to a 

regular maintenance programme of the Churchyard, Widnell Park and the Playing fields, the Jubilee 

Reserve and Pocket Park, with a reliable contractor cutting the grass. The hedge in front of the 

playing fields will be cut, the verges kept under control and the reserve area will be sprayed to get 

rid of the ragwort and the thistles.  

This increased maintenance has led to a marked increase in the number of people using the playing 

fields – and not just for walking their dogs, and it has been clear from the CLP results that this action 

is supported by a majority of residents. The cost of regular maintenance has now been included in 

the Parish Council’s budget, any other proposals for further development of the playing fields will be 

funded by grant applications.  

The £2500 the Parish Council received from Gigaclear was sufficient to pay for the cost of clearing 

and opening up Widnell park, and grants from the Doris Field Foundation and Greggs paid for 2 

picnic tables and benches for the playing field and meadow, and the clearing of undergrowth in the 

wooded area. 

The Parish Council had been considering  seeking  funding support for the installation of a Green 

gym. That was put on hold when the application for a Travellers site in Widnell Lane was received, 

but now that the application has been refused, enquiries will start again. 

Now the Parish Council would like to encourage more residents to use the land and to volunteer to 

help look after the land. Throughout this process the Parish Council has been supported by advice 

from BBOWT ( Berks Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust), who have invited residents of Piddington to an 

Open Event ( limited to Piddington residents only) at the Meadow Farm Nature reserve on June 10th. 

Allotments 

She reported that the allotment committee, chaired by John Galloway has made a huge 

improvement in the tidiness and use of the area since last year. The Parish Council did make 

enquiries about providing a water supply to the site, but the cost was prohibitive, so shed building 

has been encouraged, which allows allotment holders both to store securely   the tools that the they 

need to keep the allotment tidy and catch any rainwater that falls on the roof. Long standing issues 

with weeds and poor soil also mean that polytunnels are allowed. The Committee hopes to 

encourage more group events between the allotment holders including outings to garden shows and 

a summer barbeque. There is also discussion about the group becoming a member of the National 

Allotment Association. 

 

OCC Transport cuts 

OCC transport cuts led to Piddington losing its bus service. The Parish Council did investigate 

alternatives (including OCC’s COMET bus) lobbied to have the S5 diverted to the village and signed 

up for details of the Bernwode Community Bus (still in its infancy, and looking for volunteer drivers). 

However it was residents themselves who came up with a solution and worked with the bus 

company to provide a Bicester market day service.  



 

Engagement with our Neighbours 

The Chairman advised  the meeting that the recent planning application process showed how strong 

a community can be when everyone pulls together. Thanks are therefore due to the parishes of 

Arncott,  Ambrosden,  Blackthorn,  Boarstall and Brill who all sent in letters of objection to the 

proposals. The Parish Council will now try to continue this momentum by re instating regular inter 

parish meetings where Councillors and residents across Otmoor have an opportunity to discuss 

issues of being part of rural Oxfordshire. 

She was also pleased to report that the Parish’s relationship with its “noisy neighbour” (the MOD) 

had improved since direct contact with Major Billy Dilkes and Adjutant Kev Jessop had been 

established. The MOD will now give the Parish Council and local farmers advance notice of major 

training exercises. She also expressed her thanks for their time spent investigating issues with noise 

and the water supply during consideration of the gypsy/traveller application. Last year she and the 

Vice Chairman Cllr Feltbower, had attended a reception at the DEMS site which was fascinating – the 

Parish Council would like to arrange a similar event for all residents in the Village. 

Community Asset Orders (CAO)  

The Chairman recalled that Piddington was the first council to register a CAO on the Seven Stars, 

which will need to be reviewed in 2018. While the Parish Council has tried to contact the owner, it 

has not achieved any success, but it is reasonable to assume it will not be reopened as a pub or a 

restaurant. 

The Council also applied to put a CAO on the land behind the allotments, but sadly Cherwell District 

Council took the view that these orders did not cover agricultural land as that was not deemed a 

community asset. However research during the recent planning application has shown that open 

countryside is deemed to have landscape value, and contributes to the character of Cherwell’s 

outlying villages, so she thought the Parish Council may try this approach again. 

Village Communication 

She reported that the Parish Council had embraced social media and  email communication to send 

out information to the local community. The email list now has nearly 100 names  and a number of 

residents have asked that the Council continues to send out information in this manner. However, 

with Cllr and Mrs Coleman recently having attended a course on social media the Parish Council 

hopes that other village organisations ( particularly the Village Hall Committee and the Church 

committee) will also become involved. The Parish Council will also continue putting information on 

the noticeboards in the Village, and details of Parish Council meetings are in Parish Matters, but 

there is a question mark over the continuation of Parish Pump. 

Emergency Planning 

Piddington Parish Council is now putting together an Emergency Plan for the Village, based on OCC’s 

recommendations. Actions will mainly be based on dealing with adverse weather conditions or 

power outages. Last year the Parish Council received a grant from SSE to support it in the purchase 

of necessary equipment and the she would like to acknowledge the help from 2 residents – Messrs 

Hopkins and Ashton. The Parish Council has now asked Cllrs Nixon and Terzino to work with 



 

representatives of the Village Hall Committee to develop proposals that provide this support for 

residents in a way that supports the Village Hall Committee’s vision for the future of the Village Hall. 

She recalled that the village had recently experienced a power outage of over 24 hours – which was 

a wake up call. She advised residents that SSE have a service for people with “priority needs” and 

urged all residents in this position to register with SEE. 

Policing 

She reported that PC Caroline Brown – the Council’s main contact with TVPA, had recently retired 

and had not been replaced. The Parish Council is looking into whether it would be prudent to re 

instate the neighbourhood watch scheme, and she urged residents to write to the Thames Valley 

Police and Crime Commissioner (Anthony Stansfeldt) if they had any concerns. 

Community Led Plan 

She advised the meeting that an update on the Community Led Plan would be presented by Cllr 

Feltbower later in the Agenda, but the Parish Council had also set aside time at 2 meetings to discuss 

issues that had come out of it. 

Challenges for the Future 

The Chairman speculated that there would no doubt be further cuts to OCC services, which mean 

that the Council may want to consider taking on the cutting of its village verges, particularly as OCC 

are now only cutting grass once a year and she confirmed to residents that the Parish Council is 

involved in responses to proposed changes to the Parliamentary Constituency boundary and  is 

monitoring the development of the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway. 

Widnell Lane Planning Application 

Finally the Chairman thanked both Councillors for the work they had put into the Parish response on 

this application, and residents, who had written over 120 letters of objection to CDC. 

 

6. David Hughes (CDC) 

David Hughes confirmed that CDC are working with South Northants DC to save costs. This is proving 

successful, but he had concerns as to whether a Unitary Council for Oxfordshire would still manage 

local issues, which could easily be overlooked in a larger organisation. 

He noted that the village response to the Widnell Lane planning application was a credit to the 

village; the Village had clearly pulled together and engaged fully in the planning process. 

 

7. MOD/Garrison (Kev Jessop) 

Kevin Jessop explained that he is the Adjutant for the Bicester Garrison and the main contact for 

parish issues. Both 1 Regiment and DEMS will be having new Commanding Officers shortly and , as a 



 

result of this, there may be a different training regime. Notwithstanding this the exercise on 8th June 

will generate loud bangs. 

The MOD is waiting to hear which other units will be coming to Piddington, as the buildings on the 

MOD land are old and refurbishment will be at a significant cost. He promised to advise the Parish 

Council as information is updated. 

8. Report from Parish Clerk/RFO Anne Davies 

As a copy of the balance sheet and the income and expenditure of the Parish Council had been  was 

circulated to all attendees the Clerk explained that for the year 2016/17 the Council had received a 

total income of £13647.58 as against a budgeted figure of £8100, the difference being made up of a 

contribution of £1577,52 from CDC of in respect of the New Home Bonus, grants of  £2000 from 

Greggs and £1000 from the Doris Field Foundation and donations from residents of £735 to support 

the  planning response.  

 

Expenditure increased over the financial year to cover maintenance of the Reserve and the Sports 

field and  the purchase of picnic tables. The Council has budgeted for ongoing maintenance of these 

areas of land. 

 

9. Report on the Community Led Plan 

Cllr Feltbower reported that the CLP: 

• Had Started in spring of 2015 with a highly successful launch event – the first stage of the 

consultations 

• At that point a Steering group was set up as a sub-committee of the Parish Council  as the  

benefits of insurance and not paying VAT outweighed any perceived loss of independence 

• Because the CLP group  received a grant to for the plan, they had to follow a set sequence of 

steps, but could be as creative as they liked in how they were actually done 

• The initial Launch event enabled the group  to identify issues that the formal consultation 

should explore 

• A Questionnaire distributed by hand in the late summer of 2016 and collected by hand a few 

weeks later 

• This achieved approximately 75% return of households and a first set of results has now 

been printed and delivered to every address in Piddington 

NEXT STEPS: 

• A SURVEY IS NOT A PLAN! therefore 

• Two members of the group are  working on more detailed analyses for the village hall and 

the church to inform their fund-raising and refurbishment activities; similar work will be 

undertaken for the parish council and also for areas that don’t have a natural owner 

• The Steering group will shortly meet and start drafting the plan –and will invite the other 

village organisations to contribute 

• At least one more public meeting will take place to discuss the first draft and seek volunteers 

to take on some of the identified actions 



 

• There will also be behind the scenes discussions with bodies such as district and county 

councils – as it is of no use if the Plan includes  actions that are illegal or contrary to policies 

• Then Final version of the Plan will be printed and distributed with at least a summary given 

to every household 

• Finally she believed that the value of doing  a plan is: 

• The process itself – involving people in the Parish 

• It can become a basis for  decisions by PPC and other village bodies 

• More people on board will be for the benefit of everybody in the Village  

• The evidence of support for a project in the plan will assist when  seeking grants 

 

10. Parish Church 

The meeting was advised that a recent inspection of the Church had indicated maintenance needed 

to the stonework, at an estimated cost of £40,000. After fundraising and grant applications the work 

should be started within the next 12 weeks . 

Once this work is completed the group will look at the next stage – which would be a WC and a small 

kitchen. The Church representative thanked everyone for their efforts. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

11. Residents questions 

 

Residents were updated by the Chairman on the outcome of the Widnell Lane Planning application – 

which was considered by CDC’s Planning Committee on 18th May. The meeting was advised that, 

following the Committee’s refusal, the options for the site were to ;- 

1) The Applicant to appeal the decision 

2) The Applicant to resubmit the application with some changes  

3) The Applicant to do nothing.  

4) The Parish to approach the owner to discuss whether it was possible to negotiate a purchase 

of the land in question. 

 

In response to this suggestion the meeting was told that there were too many fields around 

Piddington  for the Parish to purchase all of them, and therefore the resident thought the Parish 

Council should not adopt this approach. 

 

The Council was questioned about the proposals for an Oxford to Cambridge expressway 

The Clerk explained that it was early days , with schematic routes showing  

1) one connecting the A34 via Thame to Aylesbury and Bedford 

2) one upgrading the A4421 via Buckingham, and 

3) one linking an Oxford bypass with the M40 with a junction near Merton. Initial discussions 

suggest that the current front runner is the link south via Thame. 

The meeting was questioned about the development of the Emergency Plan, and Councillors 

explained that it would probably be drawn up during the Summer. 

The Parish Council were questioned about the Community Asset order and asked how they could 

expect a land owner to co-operate if they placed a CAO on property.  The Clerk explained that the 



 

effect of the order was only to express a wish to be given “first refusal” should the land ever be put 

up for sale. 

The meeting was advised that the land in Widnell Lane was under discussion in August 2016, and a 

similar  order would have ensured that the Parish Council was aware that the land was to be sold. As 

it was the Parish Council only became aware of the application after the planning application had 

been lodged, when it received the documents as a Consultee and was (originally) expected to 

respond within 21 days. 

A resident thanked the Parish Council for the plaque it had put on a bench in memory of Warren 

Sears. 

 

With no further business or questions, Councillor Darby thanked everyone for attending and closed 

the meeting at  9.30pm. 

 

Accepted by:    _____________________________________Chairman ____________________Date 

 

 

 


