
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Piddington Parish Council held on Tuesday 10th May 2016 

in the Village Hall, Piddington 

Present:  Cllr. Rosemary Cox – Chairman of Piddington Parish Council 

  Cllr. P. Feltbower 

                  Cllr. K. Howard 

  Cllr F Darby 

Cllr A Coleman 

Cllr M Terzino 

Cllr M Nixon 

                  Mrs. Anne Davies – Parish Clerk 

  8 Parish residents 

   

 

1. Welcome and Introduction  

 

Councillor Cox welcomed everyone to the meeting, and thanked them for attending.  

 

2. Apologies for Absence 

 

Those present noted apologies from Cllr Tim Hallchurch (OCC) Councillor D Hughes (CDC) 

Mr and Mrs M Ashton; Mr and Mrs A Hopkins. 

 

3. Minutes  

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd APRIL 2015 having been circulated were taken as 

read and  it was RESOLVED to confirm the minutes as a true record  (Proposed K Coleman, 

seconded J Galloway). 

 

4. Matters Arising 

 

No comments were made from last year’s minutes. 

 

5. Report from Chairman Piddington Parish Council  

 

The Chairman, after thanking everyone for coming, reported that the Parish Council had 

been rather busy since she last spoke to a meeting of the Parish. 

The Parish Council is very proud   of the Community Led Plan as a lot of new faces had come 

forward wanting to become involved with the future of Piddington. Thanks  to Cllrs Fran 

Darby, Pam Feltbower and Ken Howard, together with all the new faces for their hard work. 

She expressed the hope that  the much advertised questionnaire would be available at the 

end of the meeting. 

The apple pressing day, whilst being a cold and messy one, was a great success, putting £88:50 into 

the CLP coffers, and producing delicious apple juice. Piddington residents  await the cider tasting!  

Thanks to David Cook and all the volunteers for their hard work. 



 

The Defibrillator is now in place in the Village Hall porch thanks to a grant from the British Heart 

Foundation, a donation from the profits of the Christmas pantry, and two very generous donations 

from members of the Parish. 

 John Galloway and Colin Edwards have formed a committee to oversee the day to day running of 

the allotments. Two holders  lost their plots due to lack of activity whilst a further five plots were 

empty at the end of last year due to the tenants’ ill health. She was  pleased to say that there is now  

only one empty allotment. The Parish Council  provided skips so that the new holders could easily 

dispose of any detritus left behind. John and Colin are doing a good job of breathing new life into the 

place. 

The Jubilee Reserve remains l very much an ongoing project. T.O.E. have at last come up with a grant 

towards the costs of works carried  out by the Parish Council to date. Unfortunately Stan Hearn had 

to resign from the Parish Council in December due to ill-health but he is continuing  to take an 

administrative part in the organisation of the 25 year plan to manage the site,  which is now in place. 

The top half of the field, ie next to Widnell Lane,  remains an area for dog walkers, sports activities, 

fetes etc, but there are a lot of protected flora and fauna in the lower end of the field, which is now 

protected for 25 years by English Heritage. 

 A play area for the older youngsters of the village is something the Parish Council have been 

endeavouring to establish since the 1800’s, investigations into a possible site are progressing. 

 The Pop up Pub is very popular and now happens on the last Friday of the month.  The Pantry is still 

doing really well and is well supported by people from outside the village too. She thanked the 

Village Hall Committee and the organisers of the Pantry. 

 Military exercises have been a major concern to the Parish  since September 2015. No notification 

and a lot of noise and disruption to the village are the main complaints. Your Council is on the case, 

involving the District Council and our local MP Victoria Prentis. The Parish Council has  made it clear 

that such total disregard and lack of respect for the local population, not to mention livestock and 

pets, is quite unacceptable. While it appreciates that  the military have to practice, but believes that 

there also has to be consideration for the people and animals that live in such close proximity to the 

MOD site. 

The Litter Blitz was very successful in 2016,  with good weather for a change and  20 plus bags of 

rubbish were collected. She thanked  David Cook, Fran Darby, Pam Feltbower, the Ashtons, Tim 

Burchell, Sandy McKenzie, Al Hopkins and Lucy Podmore,  all of whom did a grand job. 

 On May 17th the Parish will have a new council comprising of seven individuals, instead of the usual 

five. An election was not required as only six people stood. The Chairman  ended by thanking Cllrs  

Stan Hearn, Pam Feltbower, Fran Darby  and Ken Howard  for their support while she has been 

Chairman of the Council, and also the Clerks- Cyril, Morwen, Debbie and now Anne whose advice 

and support has been invaluable down the years. She sent the new Council her very best wishes . 

Report from Parish Clerk/RFO Anne Davies 

A copy of the summary sheet the balance and the income and expenditure of the Parish 

Council had been  was circulated to all attendees. The Clerk explained that for the year 



 

2015/16 the Council had received a total income of £20581.44 as against a budgeted figure 

of £7739, the difference being made up of a contribution of £1317 from CDC of in respect of 

the New Home Bonus, a grant of  £5829 from Southern and Scottish Electricity towards the 

purchase of equipment to support the village in the event of severe weather or a long power 

outage and a grant of £846 towards the work done on the Jubilee Reserve. There was also 

£2500 windfall rent from Gigaclear for rent of an area of land at Widnell Park where they 

had stored their equipment.  

 

Expenditure decreased over the financial year – with the major purchase – the Defibrillator, 

being funded by donations and the Council closely managing its grounds maintenance 

expenditure. 

 

6. Report on the Community Led Plan 

 

Cllr Darby introduced the work of the Community Led Plan group – a Committee of the 

Parish Council.  The Parish Council had started talking about a Community Led Plan on 10th 

May 2014, basing their work on the community’s vision for the village in 10 years’ time. The 

group is currently working on a questionnaire to elucidate potential projects for the village 

and Parish Council to consider. The questionnaire currently has 120 questions on it and is 

currently being finalised. It will be delivered to every household, and all residents  over 

about 10 years of age will have an opportunity to complete it. The CLP Group are hoping 

that the group will have completed its analysis and reported its findings to the Parish Council 

by the end of 2016. 

Cllr Feltbower explained that the questionnaire would be anonymous , except where it, for 

instance, was looking for volunteers when personal information would be required. There 

would also be some basic demographic questions to enable the group to understand the 

make-up of the Village. 

 

7.  Report of the Allotments committee 

 

There is now only 1 vacant plot on the allotments and all tenants are tacking their 

allotments with enthusiasm. The Committee are looking to join the national Association of 

Allotment Holders and will be staging some events during the course of the year. 

 

8. Residents questions 

 

A resident suggested that the Parish Council consider increasing the allotment rent from £10 

per annum. It was agreed that the Parish Council would consider the level of rent charged 

during the course of 2016. 

 

There were a number of questions about the recent noise from the MOD sites adjacent to the 

Village. The Clerk read an email sent to her by the Garrison’s liaison officer – Major Dilkes which read 

:-“ I’ve investigated the Heli Exercise that caused the Village so much stress on the 11th Apr 16, and 

have confirmed that NO activity from any of the Bicester Units were involved in any form of Heli Trg 

during that period.  I have now sent a warning to both RAF bases that have used Bicester Garrison in 



 

the past for Ex purposes, stating that if they turn up unannounced in the future then the Garrison 

Commander will personally intervened and refuse access for any future training they may require. 

Every Military organisation is now completely aware that any Ex or Trg that takes place here in 

Bicester has to come through me; I will then, depending on the type of trg assess whether the 

residence need to be informed.  Both Piddington and Arncott should receive at least 7 days’ notice, 

this in the large seems to be working! 

I can only apologise for the incident that took place in my absence.  I will, as discussed continue to 

monitor ALL training taking place here and provide you with as much detail and notice as possible. 

That aside, the Garrison continues to grow Militarily but due to large parts being sold off, real estate 

has dramatically been reduced.  The main focus of Garrison business has definitely switched more 

towards St George’s Bks leaving St David’s Bks slightly isolated in the middle of the new build.  The 

so what from that is simple; a busier organisation but shouldn’t really have an impact on Arncott and 

Piddington.  We must continue to communicate! “ and Councillors confirmed that they have been, 

and still are, pressing the MOD for a schedule of proposed military exercises. Cllr Darby explained 

that it had been helpful to have two recordings of the events during the evening of 11th April and 

urged everyone attending to consider recording the noise should there be a similar occurrence in the 

future. 

The Clerk confirmed that she had also been in touch with Victoria Prentis – the MP for the area, and 

she had confirmed that she had raised the matter with the Minister. 

Residents asked for an update on the public transport situation in the village.  Cllr Feltbower 

confirmed that Piddington would retain a bus service, although it was not yet clear of the extent of 

the service to be retained. The bus to Bicester from Piddington is well used by residents on certain 

days. Residents will be advised as soon as there is any further news. 

Some residents attending the meeting expressed surprise that Councillors were investigating 

possible sites for a children’s play area, particularly as there is a small play area at the back of the 

Village Hall. The Chairman explained that the area at the back of the Hall was suitable only for very 

small children , and there was a feeling among parents that older children needed somewhere safe 

to play, as they now seem to play on the village roads on their bikes. The Parish Council is currently 

investigating all possibilities. 

Finally there was a question about the future of the Village pub. Councillors confirmed that it had 

been sold without being first offered to the Parish Council as it was sold be the company’s liquidator. 

However discussions with Cherwell District Council have indicated that  it is unlikely to be granted 

planning permission for any use other than that of a Public House; at present the Parish Coucnil are 

maintaining a watching brief. 

With no further business or questions, Councillor Cox thanked everyone for attending and closed the 

meeting at  8.30pm. 

 

Accepted by:    _____________________________________Chairman ____________________Date 



 

 

 

 


