
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Piddington Parish Council 
held on Thursday 23rd April 2015 in the Village Hall, Piddington 

Present:  Cllr. Rosemary Cox – Chairman of Piddington Parish Council 
  Cllr. P. Feltbower 
                  Cllr. K. Howard 
  Cllr. Stan Hearn 
                  Mrs. Anne Davies – Parish Clerk 
  11 Parish residents 
  Cllr. Tim Hallchurch Oxfordshire County Council 
 

1. Welcome and Introduction  
 
Councillor Cox welcomed everyone to the meeting, thanked them for attending and 
introduced the new Clerk, Anne Davies who was in attendance.  

 
2. Apologies for Absence 

 
Those present noted apologies from Cllr. F Darby; Maurice Sheehan, Oxon CC Area Steward, 
Environment & Economy; Mr and Mrs G Thomas. 
 

3. Minutes  
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 2014 having been read to the meeting it was 
RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the Annual Parish  (Proposed K Howard, seconded P 
Feltbower). As copies of the Minutes were not available for Parishioners the Clerk agreed to 
send copies to any attendee requiring the same and it was agreed that any queries arising 
out of the Minutes should be raised at a Parish Council meeting. 

 
4. Cllr. Tim Hallchurch, Oxfordshire County Council.  

 
Cllr. Hallchurch advised the meeting that , in his experience, a major problem for residents in 
the Otmoor area was HGV traffic carrying out work on behalf of Network Rail. He has been 
advised that this work should end by the end of April 2015. The Oxford Parkway station ( at 
Water Eaton Park and Ride) should be open in the Autumn of 2015, with an extension to 
Milton Keynes and Reading in 2019 and to Southampton and Manchester by 2043. 
There was concern that the new train line would mean that the level crossing in Bicester 
would be closed up to 45 minutes every hour. Network Rail have now confirmed that, when 
the Oxford Parkway station opens the new trains will mean that the crossing is closed for 8 
minutes per hour and with the extension in 2019 it will be closed for 16 minutes per hour. 
Only with the extension in 2043 will it be closed for 39 minutes per hour. At that time it is 
probable that there will either be a tunnel under the London Road for traffic, or a relief road 
missing the crossing and joining the A41 by Bicester Village.  
 
Graven Hill 
Planning permission has been granted for the development of this site on the basis that all 
properties will be self build and carbon neutral. The MOD have not yet completed the sale to 
CDC as there is an ongoing dispute with the tenant farmer. Development will be delayed if 
vacant possession has not been obtained by July as work to move the greater crested newts 
will have to be delayed until 2016. 
 



 

OCC have increased  Council tax by 1.9% - the highest figure possible without requiring a 
referendum – which would cost about £500,000. The County Council has already made 
substantial cuts , but has not cut its road maintenance budget – the present state of the 
roads is due to the bad winters of recent years. 
 
Mr Hallchurch confirmed that he had queried at the OCC  Health Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee a suggestion that if the Village purchased a defibrillator the South central 
Ambulance Service would not respond as quickly to emergency calls, and had been assured 
that this was not the case. 
 
When asked about proposed boundary changes for CDC Mr Hallchurch advised that final 
proposals were awaited, but the Boundary Commission were looking to create larger 3 
member wards. It was therefore possible that the Otmoor Ward could include Weston-on –
the- Green and Bletchingdon. All CDC Councillors will be up for election in 2016. 

 
5. Matters Arising 

 
No comments were made from last year’s minutes. 

 
6. Report from Chairman Piddington Parish Council  

 
After thanking the Parishioners who attended the Chairman advised the meeting of the 
progress towards the creation of the Community Led Plan, which had been raised at the 
2014 Annual Meeting. There had been a lot of preliminary “behind the scenes” work by Cllrs 
Darby, Feltbower and Howard before the first meeting to launch the plan a few weeks ago, 
and as a result of this there were over 60 attendees at this meeting, including one couple 
who had only moved into the Village on the day of the meeting. The Chairman confirmed 
that, while the Parish Council gave the CLP its wholehearted support it was a plan for the 
Community and its success would depend on there being volunteers to work on projects. 
The next informal meeting will be publicised shortly. 
 
The Parish Council has put up two new noticeboards  since the last meeting – one in vicarage 
Lane and one near Gwyth Cottage, and the noticeboard by the allotments has been replaced 
as it was falling apart.  
 
The Parish Council is hoping to set up an allotment committee to run the allotments on a 
day to day basis. 
 
Network Rail will start work to stabilise the railway line that runs past Piddington in 2016; 
progress has been held up by compulsory purchase procedures. 
 
The Parish Council is investigating the possibility of purchasing a defibrillator for installation 
in the Village. It had a demonstration at its meeting on 21st April and Councillors were 
impressed at the ease of operation. 
 
The Pantry and the Pop up Pub have been well supported and we hope this support will 
continue for many years. The Pop -Up  Pub helps people to get to know each other and a 
session once a month is certainly necessary. 
 
The Parish Council wishes the Village Hall well in its proposals for improvements – it had 
certainly hosted a number of events over the last 12 months. 



 

 
The Annual Litterblitz took place on 11th April and a large pile of detritus was collected and 
taken to the Village Hall Car park. Although villagers probably place their rubbish in a bin, 
there are a number of other visitors who do not. Thanks to The Birchells, the Darbys, the 
Bridgemans, Al Hopkins, Margie Bonnett, Pam Feltbower and Cynthia Cooke and everyone 
else who helped on the day, and to those who clear away liitter in the Village during the rest 
of the year. 

 
 

 
7. Report from Parish Clerk/RFO Anne Davies 

A copy of the summary sheet relating to Receipts and Payments  was circulated. The Clerk 
explained that for the year 2014/15 the Council had received a total income of £8127.01 as 
against a budgeted figure of £6,222.92, the difference being made up of a larger than 
budgeted VAT reclaim and a contribution from CDC of £1317.00 in respect of the New Home 
Bonus.  
 
Against this there had been a greater than budgeted level of expenditure , with a small 
increase in the insurance premium (possibly to cover the increase in fidelity insurance 
recommended by Internal Audit) a VAT payment of £983.77 (which will be reclaimed) and an 
increase in the costs of emptying dog bins from ££327.00 to £435.88. A further ££1213.50 
had been spent on the Jubilee Reserve and £600 was spent clearing the debris from the 
allotments. However the major expenditure  was the new noticeboards at £3846.18 –funded 
from the New Homes  Bonus and the Council’s reserves . 
 
The Clerk was asked why the payments relating to Data Protection had increased from £35 
to £73.59 in 2013/4 and the Clerk agreed to check. 
It was confirmed that the Parish Council was still waiting for a grant from TOE2 towards the 
costs of the Jubilee Reserve, and was also waiting for confirmation from Natural England 
that  it had been designated a local nature reserve. 
 
It was Resolved that the financial report be agreed. (proposed A Hopkins, seconded S Clark). 

 
 

8. Report on the Community Led Plan 
 
Covered by the Chairman in her report. 

 
 

9. Residents questions 
 
A resident enquired as to why the Parish Council had spent £600 clearing the allotments and 
cutting back the hedges. The Chairman explained that, because of the state of the fences 
and hedges and the debris left by former allotment holders the Parish Council had decided 
to ask the person carrying out maintenance works on the churchyard to tidy up the 
allotments and remove the rubbish from both the allotments themselves and the adjacent 
roadside. To facilitate this the Parish Council had hired a skip. 
 
It was noted that, although the Minutes for the meeting in 2014 had made reference to an 
allotment committee, one had yet to be formed. While there was general agreement with 
Councillor K Howard’s observation that allotment holders should take responsibility for the 



 

facility, there was some concern about taking responsibility for items left on the site by 
former tenants.  
 
Cllr P Feltbower suggested that, if the Parish Council were to remain responsible for 
managing the allotments perhaps the Parish Council should consider increasing the rent 
from the current £10 to cover this expenditure. 
The Clerk agreed to investigate Terms of reference for allotment Committees, and residents 
suggested that the parish Council/allotment holders could organise an allotment “work day” 
when tenants would clear up the area.  
The Parish Council indicated that the work carried out n 2014 would establish a base form 
which the Council could expect the holders to take responsibility for maintaining the tidiness 
of the site. 
 
A resident asked about plans to replace the little trees on the Sports Field, which had died 
following planting. Cllr S Hearn confirmed that the Woodland Trust had agreed to replace 
these, and that the Parish Council had also been offered some Chestnuts to be planted 
around the Sports Field. 
 
Despite assurances given to County Councillor Tim Hallchurch about the approach of South 
central Ambulances to emergency calls form villages with defibrillators and trained CPR 
users, a resident suggested that, should the Council purchase a Defibrillator written 
assurance that South Central Ambulance would not downgrade an call from the Parish 
should be obtained. 
There was discussion about the mechanics of using a defibrillator in the parish, as there are 
a number of isolated properties at some distance from the Village Hall, where it is likely to 
be sited. The Chairman clarified that the Council had received a demonstration of a 
Defibrillator device at its last meeting on 21st April, and there would be more discussion with 
residents before one was purchased. 
 

With no further business or questions, Councillor Cox thanked everyone for attending and closed the 
meeting. 
 

Accepted by: 

 

_____________________________________Chairman  _______________________Date 

 

 

 


