
 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Piddington Parish Council 
held on Thursday 8th May 2014 in the Village Hall, Piddington 

Present:  Cllr. Rosemary – Chairman of Piddington Parish Council 
  Cllr. F. Darby 
  Cllr. P. Feltbower 
                  Cllr. K. Howard 
                  Mrs. Deborah O’Brien – Parish Clerk 
  14 Parish residents 
  PC Caroline Brown & PCSO Sue Cooper – Thames Valley Police 

Cllr. David Hughes, Cherwell District Council 
 

1. Welcome and Introduction  
 
Councillor Cox welcomed everyone to the meeting, thanked them for attending and 
introduced the new Clerk, Deborah O’Brien who was in attendance at the invitation of the 
Parish Council.  

 
2. Apologies for Absence 

 
Those present noted apologies from Cllr. Tim Hallchurch (a written report was made 
available at the meeting from Cllr Hallchurch), Oxfordshire County Council; Cllr. Stan Hearn; 
Maurice Sheehan, Oxon CC Area Steward, Environment & Economy; Mr Graham Burchell. 

 
3. Thames Valley Police 
 

Cllr. Cox welcomed and introduced PC Brown & PCSO Cooper of TVP who gave a report on 
crime in the area from 15/13-30/4/14. (One car stolen twice, 3 thefts from motor vehicles – 
Sat Navs, 1 stolen tools from a van). PC Brown then went onto discuss the viability of a 
Community Speedwatch. Training can be provided but not the equipment, which costs 
approx. £3,000.00. Equipment has to be regularly calibrated for court proof although usage 
can be a deterrent. Comments were made by residents regarding cars parked on roads 
causing obstructions; 40 ton vehicles passing through the village and whether or not a 
survey of road traffic is advisable to determine whether or not the installation of MVAS is 
needed.  It was agreed to make this an agenda item for the Parish Council. PC Brown advised 
that if repeat offending lorries are reported to her giving date, time, company name etc., she 
will contact the offending company and warn them. A repeat violation will result in a ticket 
for breaching weight limits. Cllr. Cox thanked the officers who had to leave for patrols. 
 

4. Minutes  
 
Those present RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on 
Tueasday 7th May 2013. (Proposed G. Rixon, seconded A. Hopkins) 

 
5. Cllr. David Hughes, Cherwell District Council 

 
Cllr. Hughes Advised that due to a general shortage of money across all government 
agencies, CDC is saving money by sharing officers with other districts enabling them to carry 
on with providing essential services. CDC managed to keep Council Tax down for 2014/15. 
There is a shortage of housing indicated, due in part to a new measurement system known 
as the Sedgefield Method. This requirement has now been met and development should 
start to slow. Graven Hill – a new ‘Eco Town’ has now received planning permission. CDC is 



 

 

trying to work towards controlling development while providing affordable self-build 
housing, which is 20% cheaper. Cllr. Hughes is making his mobile number available for 
anyone with concerns or questions that fall under his remit. 07711 425284. 

 
6. Matters Arising 

 
No comments were made from last year’s minutes. 

 
7. Report from Chairman Piddington Parish Council  

 
Councillor Cox, Chairman of Piddington Parish Council gave a comprehensive report about 
the work of the Parish Council in the previous year. 
“It might not appear that way but there has been a lot going on under the surface in 
Piddington since I last had the privilege of addressing you.  Widnell Park and the Sportsfield 
have now become The Jubilee Reserve and with the assistance of the OCV and a handful of 
volunteers from the village, a lot of the scrub and detritus has been cleared away; a new 
fence has been installed between the MOD land and us; fencing has been removed from the 
lych gate to the hedge in Widnell Lane; the pond has been cleared of rubbish and a new five 
bar gate has been installed at the entrance to the Reserve. Stan Hearn has been very busy 
applying for and obtaining grants for various projects which are in hand. Turning this area 
owned by the Parish into a nature reserve is certainly going to be far less of a drain on the 
Council’s limited resources than leaving the area as it was and paying a fortune twice a year 
to keep the grass and hedges in order. It is hard work but very satisfying. Many thanks to the 
people that do come and help.  
Before anyone asks we have no idea what is happening with regard to the Seven Stars – 
rumours abound but nothing concrete. 
Francesca Darby will give you an update on the Community led plan later in the meeting. We 
would like to set up a meeting for general discussion sometime in September if this is 
agreeable. 
Network Rail has gone on the back burner for 12 months, but they have now been granted 
planning permission – details are available on the table and on CDC planning’s website. 
Now a separate entity in its own right, The Pantry continues to flourish, much to the delight 
of the Parish Council and the hard-working volunteers. Well done. 
Very many thanks to the brave souls, all seven of them, who turned out to help with the 
litter blitz. It was made more difficult this year with Spring having sprung early and the 
inclement weather.  
The Parish Council will be replacing the notice board at the end of Vicarage Lane and outside 
the allotments in the near future. Both boards are on their last legs and the new ones will be 
more user-friendly. 
The allotments have all been taken this year, and we have a waiting list. The suggestion has 
been put forward that we should form a small committee of three to ensure that the 
allotments are maintained and cultivated to the standards set out in the contracts signed by 
all holders. The PC is very much in favour of this and will be arranging a meeting in the near 
future. 
The Parish Council has set aside funds to improve the broadband service in the village and 
two points have been installed whereby residents can receive their broadband via a faster, 
fixed wireless connection. However, this has not given complete coverage of the village, and, 
this spring further surveys have been carried out to establish the best location for another 
point. Residents who would like to investigate whether they could benefit from this service 
should contact Ken Howard in the first instance.  



 

 

Repairs to the edges of the brook in Lower End is an ongoing and very frustrating saga. 
Correspondence on this subject can be viewed on one of the side tables where you will see 
that it is not the PC which has been slow to respond to villagers’ concerns. There is also a 
diagram illustrating the proposed plans which have been sent to the Environment Agency for 
approval.” 
 
Residents comments: 2 residents commented that the Litter Blitz was held too late – it was 
explained that the Easter holidays and the early inclement weather were both factors and 
that CDC had not made the equipment available sooner. 
 

8. Report from Parish Clerk/RFO Deborah O’Brien 
 

“My report will be brief but if you have any questions or require explanations of anything 
contained in the Summary of Receipts and Payments contained in your handouts, I will be 
pleased to elaborate. In addition, there is a ledger available on the table over there which 
contains historical accounts back to 1995 and up to March 31st 2014. 

The Precept for 2013/14 was maintained at a total of £6,300 although due to changes by the 
Council Tax Reduction Scheme (causing a taxbase shortfall) this was received as a true 
precept of £5,997.60 from Cherwell District Council with the difference made up by a 
government grant of £261.02 with CDC then supplying a further £41.38 as a grant to make 
up the shortfall. CDC will not be supplying this grant (£41.38) for the year ahead (2014/15) 
and so, in order to maintain the council tax base for Piddington, the precept request was 
slightly reduced to £5,961.90 making a total of £6,222.92. 

A back-dated VAT reclaim was made which resulted in the PC receiving a refund of £898.97. 

Allotment rentals were maintained at £10 per plot and all 18 plots were rented out. Similarly 
going forward, all plots are rented. 

The parish received a New Homes Bonus allocation from CDC for the years 2012/14, 
amounting to £2,633. This has been allocated towards a new dog bin, a replacement gate for 
the former Widnell Park now known as the Jubilee Reserve; contributions to the Village Hall 
for maintenance, towards the fabric of the Church for repairs, and to The Pantry towards the 
purchase of a modular marquee. In addition £733 will go towards seed and signs for the 
nature reserve, and the remaining £570 will go towards the purchase of new noticeboards. 

You will note on the receipts and payments summary that an equal amount of £19,340.59 is 
shown coming in and going out. This is due to the closure of savings account and Barclays 
Bank account and the opening of an account with HSBC. It is planned to open a savings 
account with HSBC shortly. 

On to expenditure – in addition to the items covered by the NHB allocation, the parish’s 
major expenses included clerk’s salary and expenses; Hire of the Hall for meetings (£121.50); 
Dog bin collections (£218); maintenance of Sportsfield/Widnell/Pocket Parks (£1,160); 
maintenance of the Churchyard (£555); and the purchase and set-up of a parish lap-top 
computer (£444). The parish has maintained full insurance with increased Fidelity Guarantee 
coverage (as recommended by the Internal Auditors). Insurance premiums totalled £507.46. 
Audit fees cost £230 and subscription fees totalled £91. 

You’ll note that there appears to be a substantial amount contained in the year-end balance 
of £14,693.54. However, this amount takes in to consideration the need to maintain a 
reserve for future replacement of the Bus Shelter; long-term maintenance of the Churchyard 



 

 

Railings, £863 still held for further broadband development; £1,304 unspent but allocated 
from the NHB as mentioned previously; additional funds need to replace 2 noticeboards and, 
of course, the year’s normal expenses above and beyond the precept to be 
received.(approx. £1,100) 

Financial regulations and Standing Orders have been revised to incorporate new legislation. 
The Asset register and Risk Assessments have also been reviewed and updated. 

I have completed the preparation of all documents and financial statements for the Internal 
Auditor, and this audit will take place next Friday 16th May.  Once this is completed, the PC 
will sign off the Annual Return at its meeting on 3rd June and the document will then be 
submitted to the External Auditor, BDO. “ 

Residents comments:  A resident queried the amount shown as donations/S.137 
expenditure – this was explained as monies donated from the New Homes Bonus for Village 
Hall maintenance (£200), repairs to Church fabric (£500),and towards the purchase of a new 
marquee for the Pantry (£200); and a donation from the Precept towards the cost of the 
Village Christmas party (£200). 
Cllr. Hughes advised that CDC & OCC are providing some funding towards rural broadband. 
Cllr Howard confirmed that he has been in consultation with Sue Smith/CDC in regard to this 
and that the PC is awaiting further input from her as it is not available yet. Cllr. Hughes will 
provide an update to the PC.  Another resident advised that he would prefer that no further 
money is spent with Village Networks until further updates are received. Cllr. Howard 
confirmed that no further charges will be made to the Parish Council by Village Networks for 
new people joining their service.  
An explanation was requested regarding ‘non-recurring expenses’ – these were a retirement 
gift to the former Clerk, and, the purchase and set-up of a Parish Council laptop. It was 
commented that this was an unnecessary expense, but the Chairman reiterated the Parish 
Council’s view that this was a necessary tool for the duties of the Clerk. 
Two residents commented on the removal of the goalposts on the sportsfield, and the 
Chairman explained the rationale which involves long-term reduction in expense to the 
parish by converting the field and Widnell Park to a nature reserve. It was also confirmed 
that the roadside hedges will still be maintained. Cllr. Hearn will make available an 
explanation of the costs of the conversion which are covered by various grants that have 
been applied for and in part, the New Homes Bonus. Cllr. Howard also reiterated that grants 
are funding the project and stressed the efforts made by Cllr. Hearn to achieve this. 

 
9. Report from Francesca Darby on the Community Led Plan 

 
Cllr. Darby gave an enthusiastic explanation of Community Led Plans and how they can 
benefit a small village, enabling it to give valuable input to its future direction. A CLP 
highlights the needs of a village and clarifies the community’s wants and plans, and is 
supported by ORCC. It is up to the community to drive this with the support of the Parish 
Council. Piddington plans to hold a launch event in September, where this will be discussed 
as a community.  Further information will be forthcoming. 
A steering group and/or action group will be needed, which will not be PC led. It can take 6 – 
12 months to enact. Local villages that have already developed this are Islip, Fullbrook & 
Cropready amongst others. There are over 1200 in southern England, with parishes such as 
Chesterton, Beckley, Murton, Murcott and Weston on the Green all currently assessing the 
need for a plan.  However, this will not succeed without the support of the village. Cllr. 
Darby was asked to speak about this at the Village Hall Annual meeting on Tuesday – which 
she agreed to so do. 



 

 

 
10. Residents questions 

 
A resident enquired as to why e-mail communications have not yet commenced.  Cllr 
Feltbower explained that this was now ready to roll-out but that permissions given were not 
fully compliant yet – an individual can only give permission for themselves, not a 
spouse/partner. She assured all that the method will not be abused. 
The question was raised as to why an individual was commended by the Parish Council for 
their efforts in litter-picking through the village – many residents also perform this function 
on a regular basis. The Parish Council offered its thanks to all the unsung heroes who help to 
keep Piddington beautiful.  
A question was raised as to why ‘interests’ have to be declared by Councillors in regard to 
topics on Parish Council agendas. It was explained that this is a legal requirement to ensure 
that there is no perceived or actual conflict of interest in any decisions made by individual 
councillors in regard to Parish Council business. 
 

With no further business or questions, Councillor Cox thanked everyone for attending and closed the 
meeting. 
 

Accepted by: 

 

_____________________________________Chairman  _______________________Date 

 

 

 


